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CULTURE: ANINTRODUCTION

illing, or cultivating or refining and worship. Insumit meanscultivating and refining

athing to such an extent that itsend product evokes our admiration and respect.
Thisispracticaly thesameas' Sanskriti’ of the Sanskrit language. Theterm* Sanskriti’ has
been derived fromtheroot *Kri (to do) of Sanskrit language. Threewordscamefromthis
root ‘Kri; prakriti’ (basic matter or condition), ‘ Sanskriti’ (refined matter or condition)
and‘vikriti’ (modified or decayed matter or condition) when* prakriti’ or araw material is
refined it becomes* Sanskriti” and when broken or damaged it becomes* vikriti’.

0 e

After studying thislessonyou will beableto:

-I-he Englishword‘ Culture’ isderived fromtheLatinterm ‘ cult or cultus meaning
t

understand the concept and meaning of culture;

establishtherelationship between cultureand civilization;
Establish thelink between cultureand heritage;

discusstheroleand impact of cultureinhumanlife.

1.1 CONCEPT OF CULTURE

Cultureisaway of life. Thefood you est, the clothesyou wear, thelanguage you spesk in
and the God youworship al areaspectsof culture. Invery smpleterms, we can say that
cultureisthe embodiment of theway inwhich wethink and dothings. Itisaso thethings
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that we haveinherited asmembers of society. All the achievementsof human beingsas
membersof socid groupscanbecaled culture Art, music, literature, architecture, sculpture,
philosophy, religion and science can be seen asaspects of culture. However, culturea so
includesthe customs, traditions, festivals, waysof living and one’soutlook on various
issuesof life,

Culturethusrefersto ahuman-made environment whichincludesal the material and non-
materia productsof group lifethat aretransmitted from one generation to the next. There
isagenera agreement among socid scientiststhat culture consstsof explicitandimplicit
patternsof behaviour acquired by human beings. Thesemay betranamitted through symbols,
congtituting the distinctive achievements of human groups, including their embodiment as
artefacts. Theessential coreof culturethusliesin thosefiner ideaswhich aretransmitted
withinagroup-both historically derived aswell asselected with their attached vaue. More
recently, culturedenoteshistorically transmitted patternsof meaningsembodiedinsymbals,
by means of which people communicate, perpetuate and devel op their knowledge about
and expresstheir attitudestoward life.

Cultureistheexpresson of our naturein our modesof living and thinking. It may be seen
inour literature, inrdigiouspractices, inrecreation and enjoyment. Culturehastwo distinctive
components, namely, material and non-meaterial. Materia culture consistsof objectsthat
arerelated tothemateria aspect of our life such asour dress, food, and househol d goods.
Non-materia culturereferstoideas, ided s, thoughtsand belief.

Culturevariesfrom placeto place and country to country. Its development isbased onthe
historica processoperatinginalocal, regional or national context. For example, wediffer
inour waysof greeting others, our clothing, food habits, socia and religious customsand
practicesfrom the\West. In other words, the people of any country are characterised by
ther distinctiveculturd traditions.

1_@ INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.1

1. How canyou say that Cultureand Sanskriti carry the same meaning?

2. Fllintheblanks:

a. All theachievementsof human beingsand groupscanbecaled................

b. Culturehastwo distinctivecomponentsviz. material and................
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1.2 CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION

Culture
Theword ' culture’ and ‘ civilization’ are often used synonymousdly. However, they have
clearly defined meaningsdifferentiating them. * Civilization” meanshaving better waysof [ S

living and sometimes making nature bend to fulfill their needs. It dsoincludesorganizing § Notes =
societiesinto politically well-defined groupsworking collectively for improved conditions

of lifein matters of food, dress, communi cation, and so on. Thus some groups consider
themselvesascivilized and ook down upon others. Thisdisposition of certain groupshas

evenled to warsand holocausts, resulting in massdestruction of human beings.

Ontheother hand‘ culture’ referstotheinner being, arefinement of head and heart. This
includes arts and sciences, music and dance and various higher pursuits of humanlife
which area so classified as cultural activities. Onewho may be poor and wearing cheap
clothesmay beconsidered ‘ uncivilized', but till heor shemay bethe most cultured person.
One possessing ostentatious wealth may be considered as‘ civlilized” but he may not be
cultured

Therefore, whenwethink of culture, wehavetoundersand thet it isdifferent fromcivilization.
Aswehaveseen, cultureisthe* higher levelsof inner refinement’ of ahuman being. Humans
arenot merely physical beings. They liveand act at threelevels: physical, mental and
spiritua. Whilebetter waysof living socialy and politically and better utilization of nature
around usmay betermed ascivilization. Thisisnot enough to be cultured. Only whenthe
deeper levelsof aperson’sintellect and consciouness are brought into expression canwe
cdl him/her * cultured'.

1. Whatisthedifferencebetween cultureandcivilization?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.2

2. Givetwosdmilaritiesof cultureand civilization.

1.3 CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Cultura development isahistorical process. Our ancestorslearnt many thingsfromtheir
predecessors. With the passage of timethey also added to it from their own experience
and gave up thosewhich they did not consider useful. Wein turn havelearnt many things
from our ancestors. Astime goeswe continueto add new thoughts, new ideasto those
already existent and sometimeswe give up somewhich wedon’t consider useful any
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more. Thisishow cultureistransmitted and carried forward from generation to next
generation. Thecultureweinherit from our predecessorsiscalled our cultura heritage.
Thisheritage existsat variouslevels. Humanity asawhole hasinherited aculturewhich
may be called human heritage. A nation also inheritsaculture which may betermed as
nationa cultura heritage.

Culturd heritageincludesal thoseaspectsor vauesof culturetransmitted to humanbeings
by their ancestors from generation to generation. They are cherished, protected and
maintained by them with unbroken continuity and they feel proud of it.

A few exampleswould be helpful in clarifying the concept of heritage. The Tgf Mahal,
Swami Narayan Temple of Gandhinagar and Delhi, Red Fort of Agra, Delhi’s Qutub
Minar, Mysore Palace, Jain Templeof Dilwara(Rajasthan) Nizamuddin Aulia’'sDargah,
Golden Templeof Amritsar, Gurudwara Sisgan] of Delhi, Sanchi Stupa, Christian Church
inGoa, IndiaGateetc., areall important placesof our heritage and areto be protected by
al means

Besides the architectural creations, monuments, material artifacts, the intellectual
achievements, philosophy, treasures of knowledge, scientific inventionsand discoveries
areadsothepart of heritage. InIndian context the contributions of Baudhayan, Aryabhatta,
Bhaskaracharyain the field of Mathematics, Astronomy and Astrology; Kanad and
Varahmihir inthefield of Physics; Nagarjunainthefield of Chemistry, Susrutaand Charak
inthefield of Medicinesand Patanjali in thefield of Yogaare profound treasuresof Indian
Cultura heritage. Cultureisliableto change, but our heritage doesnot. Weindividuals,
bel onging toacultureor aparticul ar group, may acquireor borrow certain cultural traitsof
other communities/cultures, but our belongingnessto | ndian cultura heritagewill remain
unchanged. Our Indian cultural heritage will bind ustogether e.g. Indian literature and
scripturesnamely Vedas, Upanishads Gitaand Yoga System etc. have contributed alot by
way of providing right knowledge, right action, behavior and practicesascomplementary
tothedevel opment of civilization.

L o INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.3

1. Whatisculturd heritage?

2. Givesomeexamplesof cultura heritage.
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1.4 GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTURE

Now let usdiscuss somegenera characteristics, which arecommonto different cultures
throughout theworld.

1.

N

w

1.

Cultureislearned and acquired: Cultureisacquired inthe sensethat thereare
certain behaviourswhich are acquired through heredity. Individua sinherit certain
gualitiesfrom their parentsbut socio-cultural patternsarenot inherited. Theseare
learnt from family members, fromthegroup and thesociety inwhichthey live. Itisthus
apparent that the culture of human beingsisinfluenced by the physical and social
environment through which they operate.

Cultureisshared by agroup of people: A thought or action may be called culture
if itisshared and believed or practiced by agroup of people.

Cultureiscumulative: Different knowledge embodied in culture can be passed
from one generation to another generation. Moreand moreknowledgeisadded inthe
particular culture asthetime passesby. Each may work out solutionto problemsinlife
that passesfrom onegeneration to another. Thiscycleremainsasthe particular culture
goeswithtime.

Culturechanges: Thereisknowledge, thoughtsor traditionsthat arelost as new
culturd traitsareadded. Thereare possibilitiesof cultura changeswithintheparticular
cultureastime passes.

Cultureisdynamic: No cultureremainson the permanent state. Cultureischanging
constantly as new ideas and new techniques are added astime passes modifying or
changing theoldways. Thisisthecharacteristicsof culturethat semsfromtheculture's
cumulativequdity.

Culturegivesusarangeof permissiblebehaviour patterns: It involveshow an
activity should be conducted, how anindividua should act appropriately.

Cultureisdiverse: Itisasystemthat has several mutually interdependent parts.
Althoughthese parts are separate, they areinterdependent with oneanother forming
cultureaswhole.

Cultureisideational: Oftenit lays down an ideal pattern of behaviour that are
expected to befollowed by individua sso asto gain socid acceptancefromthe people
withthesameculture.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.4

What ismeant by permissiblebehaviour patterns?
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2. How canyousay that cultureisdynamic?

1.5 IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE IN HUMAN LIFE

Cultureisclosgly linked withlife. Itisnot an add-on, an ornament that we ashuman beings
canuse. Itisnot merely atouch of colour. It iswhat makes us human. Without culture,
therewould be no humans. Cultureismade up of traditions, beliefs, way of life, fromthe
mogt spiritua tothemost materid. It givesusmeaning, away of leading our lives. Human
beingsarecreatorsof cultureand, at the sametime, cultureiswhat makesus human.

A fundamenta eement of cultureistheissueof rdigiousbelief anditssymbolicexpresson.
Wemust valuerdigiousidentity and be aware of current effortsto make progressinterms
of interfaith didogue, whichisactually anintercultura dialogue. Astheworldisbecoming
more and more global and we coexist on amoreglobal level wecan't just think there’'s
only oneright way of living or that any oneisvalid. The need for coexistence makesthe
coexistenceof culturesand beliefsnecessary. In order to not make such mistakes, the best
thing we can doisget to know other cultures, while al so getting to know our own. How
canwediaoguewith other cultures, if wedon’t really know what our own cultureis?

Thethreeeterna and universal vauesof Truth, Beauty and Goodnessare closely linked
with culture. Itisculturethat bringsuscloser to truth through philosophy and religion; it
bringsbeauty in our livesthrough theArtsand makes usaesthetic beings; and it isculture
that makes usethical beingsby bringing uscloser to other human beingsand teaching us
thevauesof |ove, tolerance and peace.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.5

1. What doescultureprovidefor adecent life?

2. Whichindividua would be called unculturedin society?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e CulturehasbeenderivedfromLatinterm’ Cult’ or * Cultus meaningtilling or refining.

e ‘Sanskriti’ isderived from Sanskrit root * Kri’ meaning to do.
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e Culturemay bedefined astheway anindividua and especidly agrouplive, think, feel
and organizethemselves, cel ebrateand sharelife.
e Culturehasdifferent characteristics. It can beacquired, lost or shared. Itiscumulative.
Itisdynamic, diverseand givesusarange of permissible behaviour-pattern. It can |
change. Cultureincludes both material and non-material components. Notes ™

Indeeper senseitisculturethat producesthekind of literature, music, dance, sculpture,
architectureand variousother art formsaswel | asthemany organizationsand ructures
that make thefunctioning of the society smooth and well-ordered.

Culture providesuswith ideas, idealsand valuesto lead adecent life.

Sdf restraint in conduct, consideration for thefedlingsof others, for therightsof others,
arethehighest marksof culture.

A cultura heritage meansall the aspects or valuesof culture transmitted to human
beingsby their ancestorsto the next generation.

Architecturd creations, monuments, material artifacts, theintellectual achievements,
philosophy, pleasure of knowledge, scientific inventionsand discoveriesare parts of
heritage.

Ea TERMINAL QUESTIONS

How will you define the concept of culture?
How iscultureand civilization synonymous?

What iscultural heritage?

A w dp P

What arethe generd characteristicsof culture?

(]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

11
1. Culturéslitera meaningistodoand Sanskriti dsoliterdly meansrefiningand cultivating.
2. aCulture
b. Non-material.
1.2
1. Cultureiswhat weareand civilization iswhat we posses or we make use of .
2. Changesinboth cultureand civilizaion occur. Civilizationisadvanced state of culture.
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1.3
1. Culturethat weinherit from our ancestorsiscalled our cultura heritage.
2. Tg Mahal, Red Fort of agra, Vedas, Upnishadsand Gita
(Architectural monuments, Treasures of knowledge, Scientific and intellectual
Notes achievements)

14

1. Cultureformsanided pattern of behaviour that isexpected to befollowed by individuas.

2. Cultureischanging constantly. New ideasand new techniques areadded fromtimeto
time

15

1. Cultureprovidesuswithideas, idealsand valuesto lead adecent life.

2. Onewho doesnot havesdlf restraint inthought infeelingsand in action, may becalled
anunculturedindividud.
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